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(6) INCLUSION OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPISTS AND MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELORS
AS PRACTITIONERS FOR ASSIGNMENT OF
CLAIMS.—Section 1842(b)(18)(C) of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 139%5u(b)(18)(C)) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new clauses:

‘(vii) A marriage and family therapist (as
defined in section 1861(bbb)(2)).

‘(viii) A mental health counselor (as de-
fined in section 1861(bbb)(4)).”.

(b) COVERAGE OF CERTAIN MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES PROVIDED IN CERTAIN SETTINGS.—

(1) RURAL HEALTH CLINICS AND FEDERALLY
QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS.—Section
1861(aa)(1)(B) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395x(aa)(1)(B)) is amended by striking
‘“‘or by a clinical social worker (as defined in
subsection (hh)(1)),” and inserting ‘‘, by a
clinical social worker (as defined in sub-
section (hh)(1)), by a marriage and family
therapist (as defined in subsection (bbb)(2)),
or by a mental health counselor (as defined
in subsection (bbb)4)),”.

2) HOSPICE PROGRAMS.—Section
1861(dd)(2)(B)(1)(III) of the Social Security
Act (42 TU.S.C. 139%x(dd)(2)(B)H)IID)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘or one marriage and
family therapist (as defined in subsection
(bbb)(2))” after ‘‘social worker”’.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF MARRIAGE AND FAM-
ILY THERAPISTS TO DEVELOP DISCHARGE
PLANS FOR POST-HOSPITAL SERVICES.—Sec-
tion 1861(ee)(2)(G) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395x(ee)(2)(G)) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘marriage and family therapist (as
defined in subsection (bbb)(2)),” after ‘‘social
worker,”’.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply with respect
to services furnished on or after January 1,
2006.

By Mr. SANTORUM:

S. 786. A bill to clarify the duties and
responsibilities of the National Weath-
er Service, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise to introduce the National Weather
Services Duties Act of 2005 to clarify
the responsibilities of the National
Weather Service (NWS) within the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Asso-
ciation, NOAA. This legislation mod-
ernizes the statutory description of
NWS roles in the national weather en-
terprise so that it reflects today’s re-
ality in which the NWS and the com-
mercial weather industry both play im-
portant parts in providing weather
products and services to the Nation.

Back in 1890 when the current NWS
organic statute was enacted, and all
the way through World War II, the pub-
lic received its weather forecasts and
warnings almost exclusively from the
Weather Bureau, the NWS’s prede-
cessor. In the late 1940s, a fledging
weather service industry began to de-
velop. From then until December 2004,
the NWS has had policies sensitive to
the importance of fostering the indus-
try’s expansion, and since 1948 has had
formal policies discouraging its com-
petition with industry. Fourteen years
ago the NWS took the extra step of
carefully delineating the respective
roles of the NWS and the commercial
weather industry, in addition to pledg-
ing its intention not to provide prod-
ucts or services that were or could be
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provided by the commercial weather
industry. This longstanding non-com-
petition and non-duplication policy has
had the effect of facilitating the
growth of the industry into a billion
dollar sector and of strengthening and
extending the national weather enter-
prise, now the best in the world.

Regrettably, the parent agency of the
NWS, NOAA, repealed the 1991 non-
competition and non-duplication policy
in December 2004. Its new policy only
promises to ‘‘give due consideration”
to the abilities of private sector enti-
ties. The new policy appears to signal
the intention of NOAA and the NWS to
expand their activities into areas that
are already well served by the commer-
cial weather industry. This detracts
from NWS’s core missions of maintain-
ing a modem and effective meteorolog-
ical infrastructure, collecting com-
prehensive observational data, and
issuing warnings and forecasts of se-
vere weather that imperils life and
property.

Additionally, NOAA’s action threat-
ens the continued success of the com-
mercial weather industry. It is not an
easy prospect for a business to attract
advertisers, subscribers, or investors
when the government is providing
similar products and services for free.
This bill restores the NWS non-com-
petition policy. However, the legisla-
tion leaves NWS with complete and un-
fettered freedom to carry out its crit-
ical role of preparing and issuing se-
vere weather warnings and forecasts
designed for the protection of life and
property of the general public. I believe
it is in the best interest of both the
government and NWS to concentrate
on this critical role and its other core
missions. The beauty of a highly com-
petent private sector is that services
that are not inherently involved in
public safety and security can be car-
ried out with little or no expenditure of
taxpayer dollars. At a time of tight
agency budgets, the commercial weath-
er industry’s increasing capabilities
offer the Federal Government the op-
portunity to focus its resources on the
governmental functions of collecring
and distributing weather data, research
and development of atmospheric mod-
els and core forecasts, and on ensuring
that NWS meteorologists provide the
most timely and accurate warnings and
forecasts of life-threatening weather.

The National Weather Service Duties
Act also addresses the potential misuse
of insider information. Currently,
NOAA and the NWS are doing little to
safeguard the NWS information that
could be used by opportunistic inves-
tors to gain unfair profits in the weath-
er futures markets, in the agriculture
and energy markets, and in other busi-
ness segments influenced by govern-
ment weather outlooks, forecasts, and
warnings. No one knows who may be
taking advantage of this information.
In recent years there have been various
examples of NWS personnel providing
such information to specific TV sta-
tions and others that enable those
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businesses to secure an advantage over
their competitors. The best way to ad-
dress this problem is to require that
NWS data, information, guidance, fore-
casts and warnings be issued in real
time and simultaneously to all mem-
bers of the public, the media and the
commercial weather industry. This bill
imposes just such a requirement, which
is common to other Federal agencies.
The responsibilities of the commercial
weather industry as the only private
sector producer of weather informa-
tion, services and systems deserve this
definition to ensure continued growth
and investment in the private sector
and to properly focus the government’s
activities.

We have every right to expect these
agencies to minimize unnecessary,
competitive, and commercial-type ac-
tivities, and to do the best possible job
of warning the public about impending
flash floods, hurricanes, tornadoes,
tsunamis, and other potentially cata-
strophic events. I encourage my col-
leagues to support this important piece
of legislation.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 793. A bill to establish national
standards for discharges from cruise
vessels into the waters of the United
States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 793

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“Clean Cruise Ship Act of 2005.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Findings and purposes.

Sec. 3. Definitions.

Sec. 4. Prohibitions and conditions regard-
ing the discharge of sewage,
graywater, or bilge water.

. Effluent limits for discharges of sew-
age and graywater.

Sec. 6. Inspection and sampling.

Sec. 7. Employee protection.

Sec. 8. Judicial review.

Sec. 9. Enforcement.

Sec. 10. Citizen suits.

Sec. 11. Alaskan cruise vessels.

Sec. 12. Ballast water.

Sec. 13. Funding.

Sec. 14. Effect on other law.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) cruise vessels carry millions of pas-
sengers each year, and in 2001, carried
8,400,000 passengers in North America;

(2) cruise vessels carry passengers to and
through the most beautiful ocean areas in
the United States and provide many people
in the United States ample opportunities to
relax and learn about oceans and marine eco-
systems;

(3) ocean pollution threatens the beautiful
and inspiring oceans and marine wildlife
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